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Overview

� General thoughts on report cards (Lilian)

� Visualization of report cards (Lilian)

� Indicators and endpoints of report cards (John)

� Methods of integration and aggregation (John)

� Thresholds, scoring, and scoring example of indicators 

(John, Karen)

� Next Steps (John, Karen, and Lilian)
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Definition of Report Cards

report cards plural of re·port card (Noun)

• Noun: A teacher's written assessment of a student's 
work, progress, and conduct, sent home to a parent 
or guardian.

• An evaluation of performance.

Translated for the Watershed

• A (stakeholder’s/agency’s/etc.) written assessment 
of the watershed’s status and trend sent to the 
public.

• An evaluation of performance (of WQ programs 
and/or management decisions).
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Courses

Grades

Legend
semesters
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Stream Segments and Locations
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Color Coding
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3 Core Beneficial Uses
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3 Response Indicators



11 October 2012

7 Additional Indicators
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Stressors
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Metadata
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Sources
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MA Report Card System

� Developed by Warren Kimball of the MA Department 

of Environmental Protection

� Automated by John Kiddon, Narragansett EPA

� It is currently used :

- As a pilot project in central MA for stream monitoring

- As a pilot project for New England’s lake and pond 

monitoring (Lake Attitash)

- As a pilot project in Oregon

- As a pilot project in the San Diego region
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“The River is the Report Card of the Watershed”
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Next Steps

� Use collaborative approach with stakeholders

� Develop appropriate indicators, thresholds, and 

scoring with R3


