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Laying a path forward 

An engaged workgroup and achievable, cost-effective 
content and technical development strategy for an 
ocean health-themed component of the My Water 
Quality website.  

 



Implementing the Roadmap 

• Developed by Ocean Science Trust with philanthropic 
support 

• Charts a new feasible path forward 

• Sets the stage for sustainable engagement 

• Presented to WQMC in May 2014 

• www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/monitoring_council/me
etings/2014may/ocean_roadmap.pdf  

http://www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/monitoring_council/meetings/2014may/ocean_roadmap.pdf
http://www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/monitoring_council/meetings/2014may/ocean_roadmap.pdf


…acknowledging size and scope 

• Many ecosystems/habitats 

• Many management frameworks 

• Significant scientific capacity 

• Many issues of public interest 

 



…leveraging existing resources 

…in monitoring programs and technology assets 

 



Timely opportunity 

MPA and ASBS rocky intertidal monitoring 
 

• Advance ocean health policy priority 

• Promote integrated data analysis and interpretation 

• Provide useful information for regional efforts 



Why this topic? 

• Shared programmatic goals for healthy and resilient 
oceans 

• Comparable management approach under different 
authorities and mandates 

 



Why this topic? 

• Responsive to stakeholder questions re fishing and 
water quality impacts 

• Established collaborations, partnerships, poised to 
engage 

 

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/ABPub/zoom/html/2004286902.html


Why now? 

• Ocean Health is a continued priority for OPC and 
WQMC 

• ASBS/MPA alignment is a strategic priority of MPA 
Statewide Leadership Team convened by OPC 

• Investments in technology platforms 
(OceanSpaces, UCSC Rocky Intertidal) provide 
leveraging opportunity 

 

 

 



Why now? 

• Regional MPA Baseline Programs underway providing 
rich data sets for integrated analyses 

• Recent assessments of regional ASBS’s completed  

• Approaches to statewide long-term monitoring being 
developed 

• Existing efforts by OST, SCCWRP, MARINe provide 
launching point 

 



Who? 

State Water Resources Control Board  
 ASBS managing authority; existing monitoring investment 

Department of Fish and Wildlife  
 MPA managing entity 

Ocean Protection Council  
 MPA policy lead and investments in MPA programs 



Who? 

Ocean Science Trust  
 MPA monitoring lead; leveraging opportunity w PostDoc and 
 OceanSpaces 

SCCWRP  
 ASBS assessment lead; leveraging opportunity w Bight ‘13 

MARINe/UC Santa Cruz  
 Monitoring partner; leveraging opportunity with new research projects 
 & technology investments 

California Coastkeeper Alliance  
 Web and programmatic investment 

 



How? - Proposed approach 

• Establish collaborative workgroup sharing 
programmatic information 

• Share results to allow qualitative comparisons and 
refine data coordination opportunities 

• Pursue and display integrated analysis and 
interpretation 



Phase 1: ID shared goals and questions 



Phase 2: Share results in one place 



Phase 3: Share integrated analyses 



Timely opportunity 

MPA and ASBS rocky intertidal monitoring 
 

• Advance ocean health policy priority 

• Promote integrated data analysis and interpretation 

• Provide useful information for regional efforts 



Technology context 

OceanSpaces 
 Authoritative MPA monitoring and ocean health info 

 Built-in audience engaged in MPA and ASBS programs 

 Expanded content for water quality as a state prioritie 

 Flexible platform well suited for leveraging MPA and ASBS 
assets 

• Pacific Rocky Intertidal Monitoring Program 
 Three decades of research at over 200 sites 

 Data ranging from Southeast Alaska to Mexico 

• MARINe 
 Linking state and federal rocky intertidal monitoring 

 




