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- A Short Introduction



Existing Summaries
 Existing summary table

 Initial version prepared by New England Interstate Water Pollution Control 
Commission (NEIWPCC; Dan Peckham) in cooperation with CT, ME, MA, 
NH, NY, RI, and VT

 Last updated in July 2014
 Appendix B of Cyanobacteria Monitoring Collaborative QAPP

 Existing lists of state resources
 North American Lakes Management Society (NALMS)
 USEPA Nutrient Policy and Data States Monitoring Programs

http://cyanos.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/cmc_qapp_final.pdf
https://www.nalms.org/home/nalms-inland-hab-program/
https://www.epa.gov/nutrient-policy-data/states-monitoring-programs-and-information


2017/2018 Review – To Date
 Updated the summary table for all 50 states through:

 A lot of internet searches
 Some direct communication to fill in the gaps

 Provided updated state program websites to NALMS and USEPA



2017/2018 Review – This Talk
 Grouped freshwater HAB programs into 3 relative categories (less, more, 

and most developed)
 Preliminary assessment based on subjective grouping of program 

components
 List states by category in alphabetical order (by state abbreviation)
 Provided hyperlink to a main page for each state as listed 

 Identified some common issues or next steps across states
 Initial thoughts about further outreach



Less Developed Programs*
 Minimal information online
 No or minimal information on 

monitoring or reporting
 No or minimal process on 

advisories or closures

* May have more developed marine 
HAB program (e.g., AK, LA)

AK
AL
AR
DC
DE
HI
 LA
MS

 SD
 TN

https://seagrant.uaf.edu/topics/environmental-hazards-alaskas-coasts/algal-blooms/harmful-algal-blooms-facts.php#cyanobacteria
http://www.outdooralabama.com/blue-green-algae
https://www.adeq.state.ar.us/water/planning/pdfs/presentations/20170726-ar-hab-workgroup-17awrc.pdf
https://doee.dc.gov/service/algaeblooms
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/wr/INFORMATION/OTHERINFO/Pages/Blue-GreenAlgae.aspx
http://health.hawaii.gov/cwb/
http://www.lsu.edu/seagrantfish/pdfs/factsheets/algae.pdf
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/FS_SurfaceWaterQualityAssessments?OpenDocument
https://doh.sd.gov/diseases/infectious/diseasefacts/AlgalToxins.aspx
https://extension.tennessee.edu/publications/Documents/W340.pdf


More Developed Programs
 Significant information online

 Public bloom/illness reporting

 Reactive monitoring of blooms

 Specific process for advisories 
with action levels

 AZ
 CA
 CO
 CT
 GA
 IA
 ID
 IL

 KS
 MD
 ME
 MO
 MT
 ND
 NH
 NM

 NV
 PA
 RI
 SC
 TX
 WI
 WV
 WY

http://www.azdeq.gov/AZHAB
http://www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/about-algae-blooms
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2719&q=510024&deepNav_GID=1654
https://www.gachd.org/environmental-health/harmful_algal_bloom_hab/
https://idph.iowa.gov/ehs/algal-blooms
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/water-quality/surface-water/recreation-health-advisories/
http://www.epa.illinois.gov/topics/water-quality/monitoring/algal-bloom/index
http://www.kdheks.gov/algae-illness/index.htm
http://dnr.maryland.gov/waters/bay/Pages/Algae.aspx
http://www.maine.gov/dep/water/lakes/cynobacteria.htm
http://lmvp.org/bluegreen/
http://dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/Epidemiology/hab
https://www.ndhealth.gov/WQ/sw/HABs/defaultHABs.htm
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/beaches/cyano_bacteria.htm
https://www.env.nm.gov/swqb/documents/swqbdocs/BlueGreenAlgae/BlueGreenAlgaeFAQ.pdf
http://dpbh.nv.gov/Programs/OPHIE/Docs/2014_HAB_brochure_2014-09-11/
https://seagrant.psu.edu/topics/water-quality/harmful-algal-blooms
http://www.dem.ri.gov/bart/habs.htm
http://www.scseagrant.org/hab/index.htm
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/environconcerns/hab/
http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/bluegreenalgae/
http://www.wvdhhr.org/oehs/public_health/blue_green_algae.asp
http://deq.wyoming.gov/wqd/nutrient-pollution/resources/harmful-algal-blooms/


Most Developed Programs
 Extensive information online
 Centralized public bloom/illness 

reporting
 Routine HAB-related monitoring

 lakes and/or beaches
 often utilize volunteers

 Developed response plans/strategies
 Online posting of advisories and data
 Extensive public outreach

 FL
 IN
 KY
 MA
 MI
 MN
 NC
 NE
 NJ
 NY

 OH
 OK
 OR
 UT
 VA
 VT
 WA

http://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/aquatic-toxins/cyanobacteria.html
http://www.in.gov/idem/algae/
http://water.ky.gov/waterquality/pages/HABS.aspx
https://www.mass.gov/news/algae-information
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,4561,7-135-3313_3681_3686_3728-383630--,00.html
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/blue-green-algae-and-harmful-algal-blooms#research-and-reports
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-resources-data/water-sciences-home-page/ecosystems-branch/algal-blooms
http://deq.ne.gov/NDEQProg.nsf/Beaches2017.xsp
http://www.nj.gov/dep/wms/bfbm/CyanoHABHome.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/77118.html
http://epa.ohio.gov/habalgae.aspx
https://www.travelok.com/checkmyoklake
http://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/Pages/Harmful-Algal-Blooms.aspx
https://deq.utah.gov/Divisions/dwq/health-advisory/harmful-algal-blooms/
http://deq.state.va.us/Programs/Water/WaterQualityInformationTMDLs/WaterQualityMonitoring/VirginiaHarmfulAlgalBloomTaskForce.aspx
http://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/lakes-ponds/learn-more/cyanobacteria
https://www.nwtoxicalgae.org/Program.aspx


Most Developed Programs – A Few Examples



Common Issues and Next Steps for State Programs

 Expanded opportunities for collaborative/volunteer monitoring
 Action levels for additional cyanotoxins
 Fish consumption and biological tissue analysis
 Multi-state, waterbody-specific response plans



Questions or Suggestions on Outreach?
 Future plans

 Share more details at upcoming CCHAB Network meeting
 Relay information through CCHAB subcommittees
 Specific information upon request

 916-322-2088
 Rebecca.Stanton@oehha.ca.gov

 Other opportunities?

mailto:Rebecca.Stanton@oehha.ca.gov
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