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Dear Secretary Rodriquez,
R
The Water
W
Qualitty Monitoring
g Council wa
as created b
by SB 1070 iin 2007. The
e
legisllation propos
sed a conce
ept that State
e Agencies a
and Departm
ments could work
togetther to more efficiently develop and analyze watter quality da
ata. The
conce
ept has been a success. Since its in
nception in 2
2007, the Ca
alifornia Watter
Qualiity Monitorin
ng Council ha
as made sub
bstantial pro
ogress impro
oving the
efficie
ency and efffectiveness of
o California
a’s system off water qualiity and
assoc
ciated ecosy
ystem monito
oring, assesssment and rreporting. Im
mplementing
g our
2008 initial recom
mmendations
s and Decem
mber 2010 C
Comprehenssive Monitoriing
Progrram Strategy
y, the Monito
oring Counccil has forme
ed eight interragency
workg
groups that foster collab
boration amo
ong the myriad governm
mental agenccies
and non-governm
n
mental organ
nizations tha
at monitor an
nd assess th
he condition of
Califo
ornia’s waterr resources. These worrkgroups havve created ssix My Waterr
Qualiity internet portals
p
(www
w.MyWaterQ
Quality.ca.govv) to bring th
he resulting data
and information to
t decision makers
m
and tthe public in
n a manner that directly
addre
esses their questions.
q
The
T Monitori ng Council’ss workgroups have
developed defensible protoco
ols to standa
ardize waterr resource m
mapping,
class
sification, mo
onitoring, and
d assessme
ent and toolss for data ma
anagement a
and
visua
alization that allow data from
f
multiple
e sources to
o be combine
ed to addresss
key managemen
m
t questions. These acco
omplishmentts are even m
more remarkkable
consiidering that they
t
were made
m
largely through volu
untary effortts.
But th
he Monitorin
ng Council and its workg
groups can d
do more. Su
uccess over the
past few
f
years ha
as shown that the Coun cil’s approacch works to open up the
e
silos of informatio
on within gov
vernmental programs an
nd organizattions, enhan
ncing
our state’s ability
y to address the effects o
of drought, cclimate chan
nge, wildland
d
fires, ocean acidiification, and
d sea level riise on the qu
uality of California’s watter
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resources in a substantially more effective manner. It will allow governmental organizations to
see beyond the bean counts in their performance reporting – are California’s water resources
becoming cleaner and healthier? Full implementation will require a culture shift that integrates
the Monitoring Council’s Strategy into the very fabric of how our public agencies do business.
To accomplish these goals, the Monitoring Council will need to take the next step. To that end
each of our existing workgroups will be preparing a business plan to determine what is needed
to make the workgroups sustainable. Increased support could allow California’s system for
monitoring, assessment and reporting to provide the predictive data needed to better inform
adaptive management of our water resources.
SB 1070, specifically California Water Code Section 13181(h), and the Memorandum of
Understanding between the California Environmental Protection and Natural Resources
Agencies require the Secretary for Environmental Protection, in consultation with the Secretary
for Natural Resources, to conduct a triennial audit of the effectiveness of the Comprehensive
Monitoring Program Strategy. As a first step in the audit process, you asked that the Monitoring
Council conduct a self-audit. The result of that self-evaluation is enclosed.
The Monitoring Council’s self-evaluation report concludes that without explicit management
support and dedicated funding, the current level of effort cannot be sustained and the letter and
intent of SB 1070 cannot be fulfilled. External supporting actions are needed to enable
continued progress. To both verify and bolster the strength of our analysis, the Monitoring
Council urges you to augment our first triennial self-audit through a formal third-party external
review.
Based on our self-evaluation, the Monitoring Council makes the following recommendations:
To the Secretaries of the California Environmental Protection and Natural Resources
Agencies – Encourage the directors of your departments, boards, and commissions to support
implementation of the Monitoring Council’s Strategy. To be able us to sustain and grow our
successful efforts, specifically request that they:
a) Have their staff participate in the Monitoring Council’s collaborative workgroups;
b) Allow staff time, not just to attend Monitoring Council workgroup meetings, but to
perform the legwork needed to integrate their monitoring programs with those of other
governmental and non-governmental organizations and to make the resulting data and
information accessible through the My Water Quality portals;
c) Utilize the many tools developed by the Monitoring Council’s workgroups to improve the
efficiency and effectiveness of their department’s/program’s monitoring, assessment,
data management, and reporting efforts; and
d) Add web services and other mechanisms to make their water quality and ecosystem
health data and assessment information more accessible to other agencies and
organizations.
These changes will allow data from multiple programs to be integrated to support broader
assessments of the state’s water quality and aquatic ecosystem health, thereby more effectively
addressing management questions about our water resources.
To the California Legislature – To enable continued progress, the Monitoring Council and its
workgroups need a dedicated source of funding and staff positions specifically tasked with
coordinating water quality and associated ecosystem monitoring, assessment, and reporting

